
A S A Harrison
The Silent Wife

Coming of age
Elif Batuman 	
The Idiot

Cat Clarke 	
Girlhood 

Holly Bourne 	
Are We All Lemmings and Snowflakes?

John Green 	
Turtles All the Way Down
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Bonnie-Sue Hitchcock 	
The Smell of Other People’s Houses

Julia Hoban  	
Willow

Kerry Hudson 	
Tony Hogan Bought Me an Ice-cream 
Float Before He Stole My Ma

E Lockhart 	
We Were Liars

Nejib 
	Haddon Hall – When David 
Invented Bowie

Non Pratt 	
Trouble

John Young 	
Farewell Tour of a Terminal Optimist Con
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CRIME and thriller
Kevin Brooks

The Bunker Diary

Emma Donoghue 
Room

T E Carter
I Stop Somewhere

Gillian Flynn
Sharp Objects

Ryan Gattis
All Involved

Paula Hawkins
The Girl on the Train

Emma Healey
Elizabeth is Missing

Will Hill
After the Fire

Erin Jade Lange 
The Chaos of Now

Jon McGregor
Reservoir 13

Craig Silvey
Jasper Jones

S J Watson
Before I Go To Sleep

Dystopian Future
Cecelia Aherne 	
Flawed series

Jenni Fagan 	
The Sunlight Pilgrims

Margaret Atwood 	
The Handmaid’s Tale series

Emily St John Mandel 	
Station Eleven

Brendan Reichs 	
Project Nemesis series

Louise Welsh 	
Plague Times trilogy

Scott Westerfeld  
The Uglies series 

Brian Conaghan 	
The Weight of a Thousand Feathers

Sarah Crossan 	
One

Laura Dockrill 	
Big Bones

Jackie Kay 
Red Dust Road

Family
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Kamila Shamsie 	
Home Fire

Ali Smith 	
The Accidental

Christos Tsiolkas 	
The Slap

Willy Vlautin 	
Lean On Pete

Sarah Waters 	
The Little Stranger

Lisa Williamson 	
All about Mia Con
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fantasy & sci-fi
Naomi Alderman 

The Power

Anna Day
The Fandom series

Jay Asher and Carolyn Mackler
The Future of Us

Michel Faber
The Book of Strange New Things

Neil Gaiman
American Gods

Hugh Howey
Silo series

Hillary Jordan 
When She Woke

Eowyn Ivey
The Snow Child

David Mitchell
Slade House

Erin Morgenstern 
The Night Circus

Patrick Ness
The Rest of Us Just Live Here

Andrew Smith
Grasshopper Jungle

Philip Pullman 
The Book of Dust series

Teri Terry
Dark Matter series

Andy Weir
The Martian

Matt Haig
How to Stop Time

Father John controls everything inside The Fence.
And Father John likes rules. Especially about never talking

to Outsiders. Because Father John knows the truth. He knows
what is right, and what is wrong. He knows what is coming.

Moonbeam is starting to doubt, though. She’s starting to see the 
lies behind Father John’s words. She wants him to be found out.

What if the only way out of the darkness
is to light a fi re?

“A gripping story of survival with a big heart.
Scary, exciting and uplifting all at the same time.”

JUNO DAWSON, author of CLEAN

www.usborne.com/YA

CONTAINS MATERIAL THAT SOME READERS MAY FIND DISTRESSING

£8.99
Made with paper from
a sustainable source

AfterTheFire_Repackage2019.indd   1 02/05/2019   16:29:20

Push yourself out of your comfort zone by diving into the mean 
streets of America in The Hate U Give or exploring the new 
fantasy landscape of The Book of Dust. Then find yourself on the 
run alongside Connor in his Farewell Tour before you can recover 
from your electrifying encounter with The Power. All these books 
– and more – can be found on this boundary-pushing list. Read 
on if you dare! 

Key to symbols

Escape Connect Relate

Con
ne

ct
Re

lat
e

Esc
ape

Film & TV

FYI

Graphic novel

LGBTQ+

Scottish connection

Image thanks
Thanks to the following for supplying cover images:
Bloomsbury, Fleet, Hot Key Books, Kelpies Edge, Penguin, Picador, Raven Books,  
Thy Bui, Usborne, Vintage Classics, Walker Books
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Elif Batuman The Idiot Holly Bourne Are We All Lemmings and Snowflakes? Cat Clarke Girlhood John Green 
Turtles All the Way Down Bonnie-Sue Hitchcock The Smell of Other People’s Houses Julia Hoban Willow Kerry 
Hudson Tony Hogan Bought Me an Ice-cream Float Before He Stole My Ma E Lockhart We Were Liars Nejib 
Haddon Hall - When David Invented Bowie Non Pratt Trouble Donna Tartt The Goldfinch John Young Farewell 
Tour of a Terminal Optimist Kevin Brooks The Bunker Diary T. E. Carter I Stop Somewhere Emma Donoghue 
Room Gillian Flynn Sharp Objects Ryan Gattis All Involved A. S. A. Harrison The Silent Wife Paula Hawkins 
The Girl on the Train Emma Healey Elizabeth is Missing Will Hill After the Fire Erin Lange The Chaos of Now 
Jon McGregor Reservoir 13 Craig Silvey Jasper Jones S. J. Watson Before I Go To Sleep Celia Aherne Flawed 
series Margaret Atwood The Handmaid’s Tale Jenni Fagan The Sunlight Pilgrims Emily St. John Mandel 
Station Eleven Brendan Reichs Project Nemesis series Louise Welsh Plague Times trilogy Scott Westerfeld 
Uglies trilogy Brian Conaghan The Weight of a Thousand Feathers Sarah Crossan One Laura Dockrill Big 
Bones Jackie Kay Red Dust Road Kamila Shamsie Home Fire Ali Smith The Accidental Christos Tsiolkas The 
Slap Willy Vlautin Lean On Pete Sarah Waters The Little Stranger Lisa Williamson All about Mia Naomi 
Alderman The Power Jay and Mackler C Asher The Future of Us Anna Day The Fandom Michel Faber The Book 
of Strange New Things Neil Gaiman American Gods Matt Haig How to Stop Time Hugh Howey Silo series 
Eowyn Ivey The Snowchild Hillary Jordan When She Woke David Mitchell Slade House Erin Morgenstern 
The Night Circus Patrick Ness The Rest of Us Just Live Here Philip Pullman The Book of Dust series Andrew 
Smith Grasshopper Jungle Teri Terry Dark Matter series Andy Weir The Martian Kate Atkinson Transcription 
Graeme Macrae Burnet His Bloody Project Jesse Burton The Muse Emma Cline The Girls Patrick DeWitt The 
Sisters Brothers Jennifer Egan Manhattan Beach Mary Paulson Ellis The Other Mrs Walker Gael Faye Small 
Country Emma Flint Little Deaths Jane Harris Gillespie and I Jane Harris Sugar Money A. G Lombardo . Graffiti 
Palace Michelle Lovric The Book of Human Skin Sally Nicholls Things a Bright Girl Can Do Joseph O’Connor 
Star of the Sea Sarah Perry The Essex Serpent Taylor Jenkins Reid The Seven Husbands of Evelyn Hugo Stuart 
Turton The Seven Deaths of Evelyn Hardcastle Colson Whitehead The Underground Railroad Max Brooks 
World War Z Robert Kirkman The Walking Dead series Chuck Palahniuk Haunted Pam Smy Thornhill Courtney 
Summers This is Not a Test David Levithan Dash and Lily series Emery Lord When We Collided Jandy Nelson 
I’ll Give You the Sun Jennifer Niven All the Bright Places Rainbow Rowell Landline Lucia Berlin A Manual for 
Cleaning Women Tom Hanks Uncommon Type Limmy That’s Your Lot Alice Munro Too Much Happiness 
Haruk Murakami Men Without Women Aravind Adiga Last Man in Tower Jay Asher Thirteen Reasons Why 
Paul Beatty The Sellout Alan Bissett Pack Men Alyssa Brugman Alex as Well Jennifer Clement Gun Love Juno 
Dawson Clean Nathan Filer The Shock of the Fall Karen Jay Fowler We Are All Completely Besides Ourselves 
Garth Greenwell What Belongs to You Gail Honeyman Eleanor Oliphant is Completely Fine Kody Keplinger 
That’s Not What Happened Hari Kunzru White Tears Darren McGarvey Poverty Safari Caitlin Moran How To Be 
a Woman Louise O’Neill Asking For It Sarah Pascoe Animal – The Autobiography of a Female Body Amy Reed 
The Nowhere Girls Jason Reynolds Long Way Down Jon Ronson So You’ve Been Publically Shamed Joe Sacco 
Palestine Sunjeev Sahota The Year of the Runaways Angie Thomas The Hate U Give 

Kate Atkinson 	
Transcription

Graeme Macrae Burnet 	
His Bloody Project

Jessie Burton 	
The Muse

Emma Cline 	
The Girls

Historical

Patrick deWitt 	
The Sisters Brothers

Jennifer Egan 	
Manhattan Beach

Mary Paulson-Ellis 
The Other Mrs Walker

Gael Faye 	
Small Country

Emma Flint 
Little Deaths

Jane Harris 	
Gillespie and I 

Jane Harris 	
Sugar Money

A G Lombardo	
Graffiti Palace

Michelle Lovric 	
The Book of Human Skin

Sally Nicholls 
Things a Bright Girl Can Do

Joseph O’Connor 
Star of the Sea

Sarah Perry 
The Essex Serpent

Taylor Jenkins Reid
The Seven Husbands of Evelyn Hugo

Stuart Turton
The Seven Deaths of Evelyn Hardcastle

Colson Whitehead
The Underground RailroadCon
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Max Brooks
World War Z

Robert Kirkman
The Walking Dead series

Chuck Palahniuk 
Haunted

Pam Smy
Thornhill

horror

Courtney Summers 
This is Not a Test
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Rachel Cohn and David Levithan 
Dash and Lily series

Emery Lord 
When We Collided

Jandy Nelson 
I’ll Give You the Sun

Jennifer Niven 
All the Bright Places

love

Rainbow Rowell 
Landline
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Lucia Berlin 	
A Manual for Cleaning Women

Tom Hanks 	
Uncommon Type

Limmy	
That’s Your Lot

Alice Munro 	
Too Much Happiness

short stories

Haruki Murakami 	
Men Without Women

Aravind Adiga 	
Last Man in Tower

Jay Asher 	
Thirteen Reasons Why

Paul Beatty 	
The Sellout

Alan Bissett 	
Pack Men

society

Alyssa Brugman 	
Alex as Well

Jennifer Clement 
Gun Love

Juno Dawson 	
Clean

Nathan Filer 	
The Shock of the Fall

Karen Joy Fowler 	
We Are All Completely Beside Ourselves

Garth Greenwell 	
What Belongs to You

Gail Honeyman 	
Eleanor Oliphant is Completely Fine

Kody Keplinger 	
That’s Not What Happened

Hari Kunzru 
White Tears

Darren McGarvey 
Poverty Safari

Caitlin Moran 
How To Be a Woman

Louise O’Neill 
Asking For It

Sara Pascoe 
Animal – The Autobiography 

of a Female Body

Amy Reed 
The Nowhere Girls

Jason Reynolds 
Long Way Down

Jon Ronson 
So You’ve Been Publicly Shamed

Joe Sacco 
Palestine

Sunjeev Sahota 
The Year of the Runaways

Angie Thomas
The Hate U Give
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Boundary-pushing books for older teens

Da
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The books recommended in this leaflet were 
selected by a working group of school librarians. 
This list is updated regularly. 

Working group: John Clarkson, Lucrezia Gaion, 
Rachel McCabe, Moira Paton and Kelly Smith (Chair)
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