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Trinity Academy Parent Council is a group of 
parents and carers of children at Trinity 
Academy.  We strive to support the school in 
its work with pupils and to be a voice for 
parents and carers. Here are some of the 
things we have been up to this year. 
 
Investment in Trinity Academy 
We ended the 2017/18 school year with the 
Council committing a budget of £10m to 
developing Bangholm. This was a significant 
milestone to have reached in the long journey 
towards upgrading Trinity Academy’s 
buildings. In the autumn, we took part in 
stakeholder workshops to help the council to 
firm up their brief for the project. Throughout 
the year, we have continued to keep in close 
contact with council officers who are leading 
on the project and with our MSP and 
councillors. We attended a meeting at the 
Community Council and we have kept in 
touch with other interested parties in the local 
community. We are pleased to report that 
Phase 1 of the project (development at 
Bangholm) is taking shape and the Council 
expects to make a planning application soon. 
Phase 2 is less clear, as there is currently no 
budget allocated to this part of the project but 
a report to the Finance and Resources 
Committee this week recommends placing 

Trinity in a strong position with respect to 
allocation of funding for Phase 2. There is to 
be a meeting at the school on 28 October to 
which all parents and carers are invited, along 
with parents and carers from the cluster 
primaries. At that meeting, Council officers will 
go through the options for Phase 2.  
 
1:5 in Poverty  
‘1:5 in Poverty’ is a banner to describe the 
work being done in Edinburgh and across the 
country to support pupils with the 
considerable challenges of living in poverty. 
Trinity Academy staff are very active in 
supporting these pupils and the Parent 
Council helps with many aspects of this vital 
work. Many thanks to Lynne Liddall for 
everything that she does on behalf of the 
Parent Council on this. 
 
Information about future pathways 
We investigated with the school how parents 
and carers might be able to support their 
children in the choices they have to make in 
the senior phase of school. It is clear that life 
after school offers pupils a dazzling array of 
choices which bear little resemblance to what 
happened in our day. Parents and carers who 
understand these pathways could help their 
children to navigate their choices more easily. 
The school is planning to expand the 
information provided to parents and carers 
about making course choices and the many 
pathways that pupils can follow. An event is 
planned for November where parents and 
carers will be able to hear about qualifications 
provided by SQA, the SCQF levels, colleges, 
universities, apprenticeships, and more.   
 
125th anniversary 
September 2018 marked the start of Trinity’s 
125th birthday year. We started with a bang – 
with the open-air cinema and silent disco and 
events continued throughout the year with the 



 

 

reunion of former pupils being a particular 
highlight. We have just rounded off this 
special year with another fantastic (indoor) 
cinema and (not so) silent disco. The legacy of 
this 125th anniversary year has been to raise 
the school’s profile in our local community 
and across the city ; it has enabled us to make 
contact with former pupils, many of whom are 
extremely interested in keeping in touch with 
their former school; and we now have a huge 
resource of photos and other school 
memorabilia.  
 
Links with cluster primaries 
We have been strengthening links with our 
cluster primaries, particularly through the work 
on the ‘new school’ project. We had a stall at 
the Wardie summer fair and there was lots of 
interest from primary families in their local 
high school.  
 
School holiday dates 
There was a fair bit of concern this year about 
the Easter holidays being so close to the start 
of SQA exams and also about the proposed 
Christmas holiday dates which would see the 
holidays starting very close to Christmas Day. 
We wrote to councillors to express our 
concerns.  
 
IT refresh 
There was considerable concern about the 
financial impact on the school of the Council’s 
IT refresh. We wrote to councillors to voice 
our concern and we understand that an 
equitable solution to this problem was found.  
 
Sports coaching 
Trinity’s great tradition of sport continues to 
go from strength to strength. This is largely 
down to the support of volunteer coaches, 
many of whom are former pupils. This year, 
there is a shortage of hockey coaches as last 
year’s senior pupils who may otherwise have 

helped out have moved away from Edinburgh 
for college and university. The Parent Council 
highlighted the issue to parents with the aim 
of identifying volunteers. Happily, 2 parents 
have come forward to help out.  
 
Contact with FPs and families 
When it comes to the end of your time as a 
Trinity Academy parent, when your child 
leaves the school, we feel it would be good to 
offer families the opportunity to stay in touch. 
This year, for the first time, we wrote to 
parents and carers of school leavers. This 
letter came fairly late in the term but this 
coming year we would aim to again write to 
leavers’ families, to wish their young people 
well and to ask if parents and carers would 
like to keep in touch.  
 
Sports results on Facebook 
Another small initiative this year was to 
exchange information about school sports 
results with other parents. The school is not 
always in a position to advertise sports 
results, so we have been encouraging parents 
and carers to post sports results to the Parent 
Council Facebook Group. 
 
Parent Council Awards 
We were absolutely delighted to be able to 
present prizes for Creativity and Wider 
Achievement at the school prizegiving in June. 
The prize for S1-3 went to Sandy Boyd and 
the prize for S4-6 went to Evie Currie. We 
were also pleased this year to be able to 
award Certificates of Recognition to Corinna 
O’Malley-Hamilton and to the Digi Inventors 
team of Fergus Veitch, Hannah Boldy, Jenny 
MacDonald, Archie Powell, Gwilym Hughes 
and Katarina Kancir.  
 
And also… 

As in previous years, we have been busy with 
lots of other things: 



 

 

• We welcomed new parents to the school at 
the P7 Information Evening in June and at 
our Starting S1 Information Event in 
September 

• We updated our S1 parents’ information 
booklet  

• We handed out information at all Parent 
Consultation evenings and the school’s 
open evening  

• We ran the parent cafe at the open evening  

• We attended the north west Edinburgh 
locality meetings which discuss issues 
affecting schools across the city 

• We continued to support the school with 
our excellent communications 

• We raised lots of money for the school 
through our fundraising events and the 
50/50 club. 

Farewell to Susan Edwards 

Our Vice Chair and chief fundraiser, Susan 
Edwards, is leaving the Parent Council this 
year as her children have left Trinity. Susan 
has been the brains behind all of our 
fundraising efforts since 2014. In that time the 
Parent Council has made a staggering 
£31,289.12. This is simply phenomenal. With 
this money, we have been able to support 
most faculties across the school as well as 
many extracurricular clubs and other 
initiatives. The S1s all now start Trinity with a 
tie bought by the Parent Council. Our 
fundraising money has contributed towards 
the transport costs for the S1 residential. We 
were able to support Trinity’s LGBT pupils by 
funding the cost of the LGBT Chartermark. 
And we have been able to help in real and 
tangible ways the many initiatives to support 
pupils who face financial challenges. Parent 

Council funds enrich the lives of students in 
many ways and we know just how much it 
means to everyone at the school. Susan – you 
have done so much for the school and we 
thank you for your cheerful dedication and 
relentless energy. You are being replaced by a 
team of approx 12 people - that really says it 
all ! Thank you for everything you have done 
for the Parent Council, for the school and for 
our local community.  

And finally… 

I am stepping down as Parent Council Chair 
at this year’s AGM. As I hand the baton on, I 
have been reflecting on all that we have done 
together over the past 3 years. What a lot 
we’ve done!  

We have supported the school in changes to 
tracking and monitoring and to the reporting 
cycle, we provided input on the school values 
and in relation to work experience, we worked 
with the school on a new home learning 
policy, we have worked to establish links with 
local businesses, we have helped parents with 
the transition from P7 to S1 by producing the 
first information booklet for S1 parents and by 
holding information evenings for new S1 
parents, we now provide a tie to every S1 
pupil, we attend all parent consultation 
evenings, we have supported the school in 
changes to school-home communication and 
with development of the school website and 
the app, we met with school inspectors during 
the follow up inspection December 2016, we 
have campaigned for investment in the 
school, we set up a database of parental skills 
so that parents can volunteer to help the 
school, we supported the school during the 
Maths teacher shortage and subsequent 
publicity, we helped to set up a pre-loved 
uniform and sports kit rail, we support the 
school to support pupils experiencing poverty, 
we responded to consultations from Scottish 
Government and on the new Victoria Primary 
School, we carried out a large scale survey of 



 

 

parents, we spearheaded the 125th 
anniversary celebrations, we have maintained 
and improved Parent Council 
communications, we have raised lots of 
money, we run the café at the school’s open 
evening, we supported the SLT during the 
headteacher’s absence and we have sat on 
selection panels for senior staff. 

None of this would be possible without a 
brilliant team. Our Parent Council members 
are simply fantastic – doing a little or a lot, it 
all adds up. And those volunteers who come 
along to help with one event or 2, they all 
really add to the success of what we do. I 
would particularly like to thank Steve 
Hodgson, Susan Edwards, Morag Reid, Mike 
Nicholson, Susan Adler and Andrew 
Macmillan. Their unstinting support to me as 
Chair has been invaluable – I couldn’t have 
done it without you. It has been a huge 
privilege to work so closely with parents, staff, 
pupils, the SLT, the Headteacher, our elected 
representatives and our wider community on 
behalf of Trinity Academy Parent Council. 
Together, I think we’ve achieved a great deal 
over the past 3 years. Thank you all – what a 
team !   

 

Liz Blair 

Chair 
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